
FADSS 
The month of March not only signaled the 

beginning of the 2017 Legislative Session, it 

also  marked FADSS 2017 Spring Leadership 

Conference.  Once again we had great  

attendance by our membership and  record 

support from FADSS business partners.  
 

And speaking of business partners, the  

articles in this issue of FADSS business  

partner newsletter are  provided by our  

upper tier business partners (Silver, Gold 

and Platinum) and are designed to provide 

you with innovative trends and information 

in their respective area of expertise. I hope 

you will take time to read the informative 

articles and feel free to reach out to our 

business partners for more information.   

                        — Bill Montford, FADSS CEO    
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Empower Students through Independent Reading 

Independent reading is the single biggest predictor of student literacy success (Krashen, 2004). Yet, in most 
classrooms today students are spending as little as ten to fifteen minutes actually reading (Allington, 2002). 
The benefits of independent reading are bountiful- students develop extensive vocabularies, build stamina, 
acquire problem-solving skills, and understand how reading works. We can support independent reading ini-
tiatives by providing our students, teachers, and families with motivating and engaging authentic text in all 
content areas; helping our teachers with ideas to provide more time, space, and support for independent 
reading; and provide strategies for students to engage in rich and rigorous conversations about text.  

If we want students to continue reading, it must be fun and purposeful. Students self-selecting texts they 
want to read, and enjoy reading is fun- but, talking about that text, connecting that text to other instruction-
al skills and strategies in a meaningful way makes the reading purposeful, and impacts student achievement.  

How can we support our teachers, schools, and families in creating intentional, built-in independent reading 
time that instills the power and joy of reading, and supports academic success?  

Maximizing the Impact of Independent Reading  

Independent reading, by definition, is time allotted for students to apply previously learnt reading skills and 
strategies to a self-selected text. The focus is on students taking charge of their own learning experience: 
they choose a text that motivates and engages them, read it independently, and work through any challeng-
es with support from their teachers or classmates. Access to high quality, engaging texts, and time to read 
them is a strong starting point, but supporting our readers is the differentiator. Reading is most effective if it 
is supported, and independent reading is no different. It is imperative that we know our students’ independ-
ent reading levels in order to support their growth in reading more complex texts. It is equally important to 
understand how students comprehend the texts they read independently, so we can be strategic in our in-
struction.  

Finding Time 

Independent reading impacts every facet of a students’ literacy journey, yet independent reading minutes 
are often the first to be discarded as teachers are asked and tasked to do so much with limited time. Re-
search tells us that high-achieving readers read an average of sixty-two minutes a day independently 
(Anderson, 2006). These minutes cannot all happen in a common ELA block, so we must practice independ-
ent reading in all content areas, at home, and in the community. Building capacity in these areas is para-
mount to the success of an effective and meaningful independent reading initiative. Families play a critical 
role to play in supporting independent reading outside of school and creating a reading environment at 
home. Families can provide access to texts that students want to read- and model good reading behaviors 
that link to the learning practices at school. 

Let Students Find Themselves in Books 

We can show our students every day how much we care about them as readers by offering them texts that 
reflect their own journey. Every child deserves an opportunity to have a voice and choice in their own read-
ing experience. All students should be provided with access to texts that they see themselves in, that they 
connect with. Students must be given time to read and talk with others about what they are reading in order 
to become strong independent readers and critical thinkers. Only then, will students find the joy and power 
of reading, and become enthusiastic lifelong readers.  

 

Contact: Nicole Bosworth, Ed. D, Director of Literacy,  
Scholastic Education, 303.921.1475 

mailto:Nbosworth@Scholastic.com


11 

 

 

FADSS  2015 Spring Associate Partners 

 

FADSS  2016-17 Gold Partners 

FADSS  2016-17 Silver Partners 

http://www.neola.com/
http://www.renaissance.com/
http://www.rhodesgraduation.com/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www8.hp.com/us/en/solutions/education/featuredproducts.html
http://www.hobsons.com/
http://www.fsbd.com/
https://www.cdwg.com/
https://www.pearson.com/
http://www.learning.com/
https://source4teachers.com/
http://www.vmware.com/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.kellyeducationalstaffing.us/


 

A+ SAFER 

Battelle for Kids 

Crisis Prevention Institute 

Edgenuity 

Educational Sales Associates 

FBMC 

Herff Jones of Florida 

MIND Research Institute 

Panorama Education 

Project Lead The Way 

TEC-LINK 

 

 

FADSS  2017 Spring Leadership Conference 

Associate Partners 


